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By John Gallagher Years of worrying that Detroit’s signature auto show might leave for
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Business Writer other cities officially ended today as the show sponsors signed a
five-year deal to keep the show at Cobo Center through 2017.
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Much of the credit for keeping the auto show in Detroit goes to the

Detroit Regional Convention Facility Authority, created by state 4 Rick Santorum's Google problem
lawmakers to take control of Cobo from the City of Detroit in remains

September 2009. Since then, the authority has embarked on a 5 Man changing tie hit and kiled on I
nearly $300 million upgrade and expansion of Cobo. 696; WB lanes now reopened
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The work includes adding more loading-dock space on the rear of
Cobo, which makes the set-up and tear-down of the auto show

Related Links
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Pathfinder SUV concept

Renovations at Cobo Center

Renditions of a renovated Cobo Center Rendering
received March. 2, 2011. Detroités Cobo Center will get
a dramatic $221-million facelift as part of long-awaited
plans. / tvsdesign

easier and faster, and therefore cheaper for
exhibitors.

The renovations also include new electrical
capacity and other technical upgrades.

DADA had warned the city for years that it
needed more room and other improvements
to keep the show here. “Our voice was
heard,” Perkins said.

Larry Alexander, chairman of the Cobo
authority as well as president of the Detroit
Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau,
estimated that through 2017 the auto show
would bring $1.75 billion in economic impact
to Detroit. The impact comes from what
visitors spend in the city while attending the
show.

First presented early in the 20th Century, the
Detroit auto show moved to Cobo Center in

1961 and has operated there ever since.

Contact John Gallagher: 313-222-5173 or gallagher99

@freepress.com

View Comments (1) | Share your thoughts »

TOP VIDEO PICKS
selected by Taboola

National writers split on
Wolverines' Sugar Bowl victory

(Detroit Free Press)

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

SPONSORED LINKS

5 dumb refinance mistakes
(HSH.com)

Hotels and Motels in Salem,

Ehrlich Weighs In On
lowa Caucuses Results
Jan 4, 2012

Food of Politics
Jan 4, 2012

http://www.freep.com/article/20120105/BUSINESS03/120105017/Detroit-auto-show-Cobo-Center-5-year-deal?odyssey=nav%7Chead

Report: WR DeAnthony Arnett
could transfer to Michigan, MSU
or MAC (Detroit Free Press)

Iran detainee from Flint has
poor legal lawyer, family says
(Detroit Free Press)

Auto show agrees to return to
Cobo Center for multi-year deal
(Detroit Free Press)

Worldwide auto sales to
increase nearly 7%, firm
forecasts (Detroit Free Press)

Massachusetts (USAToday)

An Unorthodox Marriage - Will
Smith and Jada Pinkett Smith
(Zimbio)

Top Ten Cheap Vacations

(Away.com)

A New Way to Cover Your Gray
Hair (HaircolorForwomen)

[

1/5/12 2:28 PM

Lions rookie receiver Titus Young
learns tough lesson

New Orleans columnist: Game's real
interest will center around Ndamukong
Suh, Saints' guards

Michael Rosenberg: For Michigan, an
honorable end to lucky season

Most Viewed

Cardinals Fiesta Bowl time lapse
Jan. 03, 2012

All-New 2013 Cadillac XTS

Luxury. Advanced. Check Out The
Cadillac XTS. See Pics & More
www.Cadillac.com/XTS AdChoices [>

PHOTO GALLERIES

Slows Bar BQ

Lions practice for
Saints -- 1/4

Page 2 of 5





