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Cobo Center in downtown Detroit is in the final stage of a more than
$300 million renovation, which includes a 25,000-square-foot
expansion (above) that will be used for the 2012 North American
International Auto Show in January.
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Renovated Cobo Center gearing up for Detroit's
2012 North American International Auto Show
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Visitors to the 2012 North American
International Auto Show in Detroit
next month will get a glimpse of the
best vehicles in the industry, as well as
their first look at the newly renovated
Cobo Center.

The well-known Detroit venue --
particularly made popular by Kiss --
is in the final stage of a more than
$300 million renovation, which
includes a 25,000-square-foot
expansion and other renovations that
are expected to be ready for the
January auto show.

“We’re pleased with the progress,” said
Thom Connors, Cobo Center general
manager, as he guided a group of journalists through the venue Tuesday afternoon. “There’s every
indication that this year’s show is bigger and better; and the displays, and what you are seeing here,
are among the finest that are put together anywhere in the world for an industrial trade show.”

Other improvements expected to be ready for this year’s show include 400 additional parking
spaces; enclosed loading docks, which help keep the inside warmer; a walkway to Joe Louise Arena,
which Ford Motor Co. is expected to use; an electrical overhaul for more elaborate displays; and
numerous other cosmetic improvements, such as new windows and repairs.

Connors said the enclosed loading docks have reduced energy costs 15 to 20 percent for the past
two months, and helped the center recently achieve its certification as a “Green Venue” from the
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Thom Connors, Cobo Center general manager, talks to reporters
Tuesday before giving a guided tour of renovations in preparation for
the 2012 North American International Auto Show in Detroit
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statewide Green Venues Michigan program.

“We’re going to be a green building," he
said. "I think that’s important to a lot of
our clients, and to attract clients in the
future."

One thing visitors won't get to
experience is Cobo Arena, which is part
of the final renovation stage. The
former concert venue is being turned
into a two-level exhibition space and
ballroom. 

Check back to MLive.com Wednesday
for more photos and details about Cobo
Center and the 2012 NAIAS.

Email Michael Wayland: MWayland@mlive.com and follow him on Twitter at twitter.com/MikeWayland
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