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4,800 Square-Foot Marquee Video Board at Cobo Center Goes Live                                                                               
July 20 brought the long awaited go-live date for 

the Cobo Center 4,800 square-foot exterior video 

board. The inaugural schedule presented a "Hello 

Detroit" animated video, #cobo3060 winning vid-

eos, NACE/CARS graphics, Cobo Center brand ani-

mation videos and other announcements to down-

town Detroit visitors.

"The first schedule on our marquee board was 

designed to welcome the downtown community 

and Detroit visitors to this brilliant new feature that offers events in Cobo Center the ability to high-

light their events, build attendance, and recognize their sponsors," said Claude Molinari, regional 

director of operations and assistant general manager of SMG/Cobo Center. "The eight minute 

schedule rotated to highlight the capabilities of the board, that can show videos, animations, pho-

tographs and graphics and live streaming. It is a fantastic opportunity to showcase events."

The Cobo marquee video board will now run 24 hours a day and showcase not only events in Cobo 

Center, but local attractions and culture that create the Detroit experience for visitors. Everyone is 

encouraged to take a selfie with the marquee board in the background and post on Twitter with 

the hashtag #coboselfie to be seen on the board later this year!

Cobo Center Attains Green Meetings Industry Council certification                                                             
Cobo Center is now the ninth U.S. convention center to earn its green 

meetings certification from the Green Meeting Industry Council and 

the Convention Industry Council's Accepted Practices Exchange (APEX).

The certification declares that Cobo’s management has met the criteria 

in nine separate areas, guaranteeing that show organizers staging 

events in the Motor City will leave the best possible green footprint. 

The areas include staff management, procurement and overseeing 

waste disposal, energy and water usage. 

"The certification application was a coordinated effort by Cobo Center’s Green Committee, which 

includes members from every department and vendor company in the center," said Cedric Turnbore, 

chairman of the Green Committee and senior operations manager for Cobo Center. "Over a period 

of six months, the committee created 85 documents to substantiate the development of multiple 

policies and best practices initiated to support sustainable events in Cobo."



The American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) is bring-

ing their annual meeting and exposition to Cobo Center.  August 

8-11 an estimated 6,000 attendees who are influential execu-

tives of organizations that hold meetings and conventions all 

over the world will see what the center and the city of Detroit 

have to offer.

“ASAE's membership includes meeting and convention planners 

for all of the largest associations in the country,” said Thom 

Connors, regional vice president and general manager of SMG/

Cobo Center.  “Larry Alexander, chairman of the Detroit Regional 

Convention Facility Authority (DRCFA) and president/CEO of the 

Detroit Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau, was instrumental 

in bringing this group to Detroit on the promise that the city 

and the center were undergoing fundamental transformations 

in order to welcome the group here this year."

As chairman of the DRCFA, Alexander and the five member 

authority has overseen the $279 million renovation in Cobo 

Center that will help prepare Detroit for this "Super Bowl" 

event. The resulting 723,000 square-feet of exhibit space, 

40,000 square-foot Grand Riverview Ballroom, 30,000 square-

foot three-story glass atrium and newly created 40,000 square-

feet of outdoor terrace flex space is designed to wow attendees. 

Meeting rooms in Cobo Center have also been completely 

remodeled.  Add to that, the new technology that is part of 

the renovation, including three giant exterior video boards, 100 

interior video boards to provide event information, a half mil-

lion dollar upgrade to the free Cobo WiFi system, award winning 

sustainability measures, and the ASAE executives are certain to 

be impressed enough to bring their future meetings to Detroit.

"While we are extremely proud of the awards and recognition 

the facility is receiving (including the Green Meetings Industry 

ASTM/APEX certification, Detroit Free Press' Green Leaders, Trip 

Advisor Certificate of Excellence, Facilities & Destinations Prime 

Site Award) the real return on investment will be increased 

bookings and more hotel room nights generated, which will 

continue to bring economic impact to the region," added 

Connors.

COBO CENTER PREPARES FOR ASAE 2015

What's In Sight Must Be Right

Thanks to the entire Event Services team for going the extra 
mile in customer service during the NACE/CARS event.

Kudos to all of the Centerplate and SMG personnel who worked 
so hard to make sure that 11,450 pounds of food waste were 
composted last month. Great way to grow the Cobo sustain-
ability efforts.

A warm welcome Lisa Hennessy, Cobo's newest event man-
ager. Lisa comes to us with a wealth of hotel and convention 
experience in the US and overseas just in time for our next big 
play, ASAE.

Congratulations to the Cobo Center Green Committee, that 
worked diligently for months to organize Cobo sustainability 
efforts and complete the application for the GMIC certification. 
Nicely done.
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