
New ballroom generates $1 
million in first months

Cobo Center’s  adaptive re-
use renovation of the former 
Cobo Arena into a 40,000 square-
foot ballroom, 30,000 square-foot 
atrium and surrounding event 
spaces, generated $1 million in 
revenue in the first months  of 
operation.

Included in that million-
dollar revenue figure is  $800,000 
generated by food and beverage 
sales  for banquets, meetings, 
fundraisers, conferences  and 
tribute events  hosted in the 
b a l l r o o m .   " W e a r e 
extraordinarily proud to welcome 
guests  to this  remarkable facility, 
and to extend unique and high-
quality hospitality reflective of the 
city's  spirit," said Jason Hougard, 
general manager of  Centerplate.

2014 NAIAS is bigger and 
better than ever

The parade of 50 fabulous 
new vehicles  equipped with 
c u t t i n g - e d g e a u t o m o t i v e 
technology from around the 
world is  on its  way to Cobo 
Center at the North American 
International Auto Show (NAIAS) 
from Jan 13-26.

More than a million attendees 
are expected to attend this  year, 
up considerably from 800,000 last 
year.  Also new this  year is  the 
Studio 25 after-glow party in the 
new Grand Riverview Ballroom 
on Jan. 17, after the Charity 
Preview and the Sheryl Crowe 
concert in the Cobo atrium.

“It’s what we’ve been working 
toward since last January,” said 
Bob Shuman, chairman, NAIAS. 
“The show is going to rock.”

TVS Communications 
partners with Cobo to build 
an on-si te, ful l -service 
broadcast studio

T V S C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Solutions, a Detroit-based video 
production company, is  building a 
5,000 square-foot production 
studio in Cobo Center. The studio 
will include a soundstage and 
equipment to be used by TVS to 
record and deve lop v ideo 
segments for Cobo events  and 
related promotions.

“This is  making Cobo an 
attractive one-stop shop for 
offerings  needed to support trade 
shows and conventions. The move 
makes  sense for TVS customers 
and ours, especially with Cobo’s 
multi-year North American 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A u t o S h o w 
agreement,” said Thom Connors, 
Cobo Center’s general manager.
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Community                                     Cobo staff  adopts family during annual Adopt-A-Child for Christmas  

 Cobo Center staff volunteered last month during the Adopt-A-Child for Christmas event by adopting 
a family with an 11 year-old girl and 3 year-old boy.  Several employees made generous donations of gifts 
to the family as well as a monetary donation to the North End Youth Improvement Council, which holds 
the event annually at Cobo.  Employees also delivered the gifts  on Dec. 6, and enjoyed time with the family 
while the children opened the donated gifts of  coats, clothing, toys and games.


