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EcoWorks Detroit  Awards Cobo Center Sustainable 
Communities Champion Award

During the annual EcoWorks Detroit breakfast Sept 19, Cobo 
Center, along with three other agencies leading the Detroit area 
in sustainability practices, was designated a champion for large 
scale innovative education, training, consulting, social business 
and advocacy, aligning the Cobo Green program with the 
EcoWorks mission.

At the event, a spokesman for EcoWorks explained, “Detroit 
Regional Convention Facility Authority (DRCFA) has helped to set 
an example for what we can accomplish when we unite as a 

region. The renovation of Cobo Center helps secure its position as a symbol of Detroit, but that 
alone wouldn't garner an award. In addition to the regional cooperation and the great greening 
work that they did, they have shared the story with clients, conference attendees and our region.  
The Cobo Center hosts ‘temporary communities’ if you will, leaders from many fields come to the 
center for a brief time of learning. And now each of those communities experiences what green 
renovation can do.”

“We are very proud of this recognition from EcoWorks and the Detroit area sustainability network, 
said Thom Connors, SMG regional vice president and Cobo Center general manager. "However, 
Cobo Center is not content to rest on what has been accomplished. Our Green Committee is mov-
ing very quickly to rapidly increase our waste diversion rate, implement a kitchen waste compost-
ing program and apply for other green certifications that will establish Cobo as an industry leader.” 

Cobo Center Tour de Troit Volunteer Team Scores Success                                 
For the second year in a row, staff volunteers from 
Cobo Center manned a rest stop at the Tour de 
Troit and distributed power bars and water to over 
7,000 bicyclists participating in the ride.

This was the 9th year for Tour de Troit, a pro-
gram that raises money for bike pathways and 
greenways in the city. Its mission is to promote 
bicycling and bicycle safety.  It also produces and 
supports other events that promote a healthy 
lifestyle in Detroit.

Many thanks to the Cobo team that came out to make this event the most successful yet!



Several new multi-year event contracts have contributed to 

the most successful year at Cobo Center in memorable history.  

The multi-year contract trend began in 2011 with the North 

American International Auto Show signing a five-year contract.  

NACE/CARS and SME’s BigM agreed to return to Cobo next year, 

and the Society of Automotive Engineers just signed a new 

five-year agreement for their World Congress. The Shell-Eco 

Marathon energy efficient vehicle competition begins a three-

year run in Detroit and Cobo Center starting in 2015.

The last three trade shows this year in Cobo Center all exceeded 

anticipated attendance.  SME’s new manufacturing show, The 

Big M, attained stronger attendance by 25%.  NACE/CARS, held 

last year in Las Vegas, saw a 70% jump in show attendance.  

And the Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) World Congress 

previously held in Tokyo jumped 50% in projected number of 

attendees.

Gerry Conover, managing director from ITS America/PRC 

Associates said, “We exceeded our attendance goal by 50% -- 

9,100 rather than 6,000 . . . We could not have done it without 

the Cobo Center and Centerplate staffs.  You all went above 

and beyond to help us deliver what is being called “the best 

ITS World Congress” in the 21-year history of the event. And 

that’s up against Paris, London, Tokyo, Beijing, Vienna and a 

boatload of “name” international cities. We told ‘em all along 

that Detroit was the best place to have a World Congress and 

you helped prove us right.”

“The key for our success in Detroit was the support of the 

automakers, universities, civic leaders and regional members,” 

said Tom Kern, executive vice president, ITS.

Cobo realized a 65% increase in the number of summer events, 

this with 26 shows in 2013 from June through August, and 65 

shows in 2014 during the same period.  Operations also real-

ized year over year revenue gains in Internet sales: 55%; food 

and beverage commission: 56%; rent: 14% and parking: 38%. 

The overall total revenue increase was 34% this year over last.

“The transformation of Cobo Center is palpable, and the new 

high tech event spaces are bringing excitement to the shows,” 

said Thom Connors, Cobo Center general manager.  “Add to 

that the fact that Detroit has once again become a strong des-

tination due to regional member populations for engineering, 

manufacturing, automotive and medical shows, and you create 

an environment for shows in these sectors to flourish.”

Mandated by the state of Michigan to eliminate its state 

convention center subsidy by 2023, Cobo Center has already 

reduced the subsidy from 2009 of $20 million to less than $7 

million in 2014.

COBO CENTER BOOKINGS REACH A 20-YEAR HIGH

What's In Sight Must Be Right
Welcome aboard to Greg DeSandy, Cobo Center's new director 
of sales. Joining the Cobo team in September, Greg is a Detroit 
native and SMU grad, coming to us from the Augusta Georgia 
Marriott and Augusta Convention Center.
“It is an exciting time to return to Detroit.  I see so much 
energy and creativity present, and intend to tap into that spirit 
and play a role in continuing to make things better here,” said 
DeSandy.

Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to welcome the 
Detroit/Cobo Customer Advisory Board to its meeting in the  
new Cobo Center Broadcast Studio. The CAB is instrumental in 
spreading the good word about the new Cobo Center, and each 
meeting with them is an important one.  Kudos!

Congrats to the members of the Cobo Center Green Committee 
of the well earned EcoWorks award.  #hardworkpaysoff
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